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a major buyer of diamonds, and our importa-
tion policy will immediately begin to end the
trade in conflict diamonds and force inter-
national diamond brokers to certify that their
suppliers do not engage in illegal activities.

I am pleased to see that the United States
is taking such swift and determined action on
this important issue. This is an important day
for international human rights, and our actions
here today will have a lasting impact on the
lives of millions around the world. Please join
me in voting ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 2722.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of
Nicole Chris-stina Mason in recognition of her
selection as the Concerned Women of Brook-
lyn’s Youth of the Year.

Nicole Chris-stina Mason was born in
Brooklyn on October 8, 1984 and she has
been raising eyebrows ever since. She is cur-
rently a junior at Boys and Girls High with a
B average in the honors program. As she
looks to the future, Nicole is preparing for the
challenges and opportunities that will be of-
fered in college. She is planning attending ei-
ther Ohio State or the University of Florida to
study Computer Engineering next fall.

In addition to focusing on her schoolwork,
Nicole is involved in numerous other activities.
At Boys and Girls High School, during the
spring semester, Nicole is a part of the softball
team. She has been on the team now for
three-years and hopes to continue playing in
college. Also, during her lunchtime, Nicole vol-
unteers in the school snack store. When she
is not in school, Nicole works part-time at
McDonald’s to save money for college.

During Nicole’s young life she has already
received numerous honors: in junior high
school, Nicole received the Principal Award for
being on the honor roll for both years of Junior
High School; she received an athletic award,
a leadership award, a Presidential Education
Award signed by then President Bill Clinton,
and a Science Award from the United Federa-
tion of Teachers Science Committee for my
Science Award winning 1st place in the
science fair. More recently, at Boys and Girls
High School she has received awards in math
and computer as ‘‘student of the month’’, a
Martin Luther King Jr. Award, an Achievement
Award, several Honor Roll plaques, and also
had her picture and biography in the United
States Achievement Academy 2000 National
Awards book for Foreign Language. Outside
of school, she has received a Choir Member
of the Year Award from Berean Missionary
Baptist Church.

Mr. Speaker, Nicole Chris-stina Mason is a
rising star. She has received numerous
awards and is just beginning what will be a life
full of success. This weekend she is being
honored by the Concerned Women of Brook-
lyn as their Youth of the Year. As such, she
is more than worthy of receiving our recogni-
tion today and I urge my colleagues to join me
in honoring this young woman on the cusp of
stardom.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I consider it a
great privilege to have this opportunity to pay
tribute to Mr. Patrick J. Sullivan, Jr. He has
dedicated the majority of his life to preserving
the rights and freedoms of American citizens.
He will be honored on December 10, 2001 as
a recipient of the Annual Civil Rights Award
presented by the Civil Rights Committee of the
Mountain States office of the Anti-Defamation
League.

Patrick Sullivan began his service as a law
enforcement officer in 1962 at the Littleton Po-
lice Department. In 1983, he was appointed to
the position of Sheriff of the Arapahoe County
Sheriffs Department, which he still holds
today. In addition to winning every election
campaign for Sheriff since 1984, he has ac-
complished many goals in his effort to protect
American citizens. His most widely recognized
initiative is in his ongoing fight against hate
crimes. In this fight he has testified before this
body of Congress and has played an active
and successful role in creating the U.S. De-
partment of Justice Hate Crime Training Pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, as a former police officer my-
self, it is my honor to recognize Sheriff Patrick
Sullivan, Jr. for his dedication to the safety of
America’s citizens. He has accomplished
many endeavors at both the national and local
levels. Sheriff Sullivan deserves not only the
recognition inherent in receiving the Annual
Civil Rights Award, but also the praise and ad-
miration of this body. Congratulations Sheriff
Sullivan, thank you for your service.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to recog-
nize the generosity of and pay tribute to one
of my constituents—Mr. Allan Jones.

Mr. Jones lives in Bradley County, Ten-
nessee, where he grew up. During his high
school years, he became a member of the
wrestling team. He has said that wrestling
taught him determination, discipline and char-
acter.

In the years since his high school wrestling
career, he has certainly exhibited these quali-
ties. Most recently, he did so with a large do-
nation to the Cleveland High School to build a
first-class wrestling center. This donation rep-
resents more than $1 million that Mr. Jones
has given to the sport of wrestling in his
hometown.

This is the largest amount ever given by
one individual to a public high school in Ten-
nessee.

Groundbreaking on this new facility was
held only weeks after the gift was made, and
the construction was completed in six months.

The center was named the W.A. Jones
Arena after Mr. Jones’ father. This 10,000

square foot facility will seat 500 people and be
open year-round for wrestling events.

The Cleveland High School wrestling coach
described the new center when he said, ‘‘This
is a dream come true. I can tell you that we’ll
be the envy of the wrestling teams in the
area’’.

Mr. Jones has also provided financial assist-
ance for needed equipment, and scholarship
funds for local wrestlers. In addition, he orga-
nized and funded the first Wrestling Kids Club.

He has also made many other contributions
in his community that are really too lengthy to
mention. Mr. Jones is someone who cares
about the young people in our Country, and
his efforts will have a positive impact for years
to come.

Mr. Speaker, I believe we can all do more
to give back to our communities. Allan Jones
has set an example for all Americans.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge the death of Mr. Joe Figueroa
Barragan, a labor leader and a dear friend.

Mr. Barragan passed away on Sunday, No-
vember 18th from a heart attack. Joe
Barragan was born in Jalisco, Mexico on May
12, 1957. He immigrated to America at the
age of six along with his family and at the age
of 31 became a U.S. citizen. Joe Barragan
lived a life reflective of the inspiration he
gained from Cesar Chavez, the great labor
and civil rights leader. Mr. Barragan was often
quoted saying ‘‘I believe that we are blessed
by God to be in the Labor Movement and we
should do our best every day to help improve
the lives of others.’’

Mr. Barragan’s career in the retail grocery
business began as a clerk’s helper in 1977. A
decade later, he became a union representa-
tive and field director for the United Food and
Commercial Workers Union (UFCW). In 1991,
Joe Barragan became President of Local 1428
of the UFCW. During his ten years as Presi-
dent of Local 1428, he earned the reputation
of being one of the most progressive and in-
novative union in the nation.

Mr. Barragan also served as National Presi-
dent of United Latinos of UFCW and was
former President and Vice President of Labor
Council for Latin American Advancement
(LCLAA). Mr. Barragan was also very active in
the Democratic Party, having been a delegate
to the Democratic National Convention in
1996, participated in the Convention in Los
Angeles in 2000. I am pleased that he sup-
ported me throughout my career,

Mr. Barragan will be truly missed by his wife
of 21 years, Renata, his daughters, Lauren
and Taylor, his family, friends, and fellow labor
brothers and sisters. I am saddened by the
loss of such an important member of our com-
munity. Mr. Barragan is a true leader that will
be remembered for his personal sacrifice and
service to his community.
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